
Avoiding Common Mistakes in Argumentation 

People have been arguing for thousands of years, so there is a lot of thought 

about common mistakes in argumentation. You can try to avoid these common 

mistakes in your own writing to present clear and logical reasoning. This text 

discusses five common mistakes in argumentative writing: straw man 

arguments, hasty generalizations, false dilemmas, ad hominem attacks, and 

appeals to emotion. These errors can make arguments less persuasive. 

A straw man argument misrepresents an opponent's position to make it easier 

to disagree with. The writer does not address the actual argument. Instead, they 

create a distorted or exaggerated version of the argument to attack. For 

example, someone may oppose a new law by falsely claiming it removes all 

taxes. Because they are using a false claim, they are using a straw man. This 

approach fails to address the true issue and misleads the audience. Avoiding 

this fault ensures the argument stays focused on the real debate. 

Hasty generalizations occur when a writer draws conclusions from 

insufficient evidence. This happens when someone assumes a pattern exists 

based on too few examples. For instance, claiming that all dogs are aggressive 

after seeing one aggressive dog is a hasty generalization. Such conclusions 

ignore other evidence and lead to unfair or inaccurate judgments. Instead, 

arguments should be based on comprehensive and balanced evidence. 

False dilemmas present only two options when more possibilities exist. This 

type of faulty reasoning oversimplifies complex issues. They force people to 

make a choice between extremes. For example, stating that someone must 

either support a policy entirely or oppose it entirely ignores the possibility of 

partial agreement. Recognizing multiple perspectives avoids false dilemmas. It 

also allows for more nuanced discussions. 

Ad hominem attacks target a person’s character instead of addressing their 

argument. This fallacy distracts from the issue by focusing on irrelevant 

personal traits or behaviors. For example, dismissing an idea because of the 

speaker's background rather than the idea’s content is an ad hominem attack. 

Writers can strengthen discussions and promote fairness by respecting the topic 

of the argument, not focusing on the arguers. 

Lastly, appeals to emotion manipulate feelings instead of providing logical 

reasoning. While emotions can enhance arguments, relying solely on them 

without evidence is misleading. For instance, some writer may try to use only fear 

to convince someone to do something. This argument is weak and unfair to the 



arguers. A well-rounded argument balances emotional appeal with facts and 

logic to persuade effectively. 

In conclusion, straw man arguments, hasty generalizations, false dilemmas, ad 

hominem attacks, and appeals to emotion are common faults of argumentation. 

Each mistake weakens reasoning in different ways. These errors detract from 

logical discussion. By identifying and avoiding these mistakes, writers can build 

stronger, more persuasive arguments. Using clear and logical reasoning leads 

to better communication and understanding. 

1. How can you avoid hasty generalizations? 

a. recognize multiple perspectives 

b. base arguments on balanced evidence 

c. focus on respecting the topic of argument 

d. make an argument with emotions, facts, and logic 
 

2. How can you avoid ad hominem attacks? 

a. recognize multiple perspectives 

b. base arguments on balanced evidence 

c. focus on respecting the topic of argument 

d. make an argument with emotions, facts, and logic 
 

3. How can you avoid appeals to emotion? 

a. recognize multiple perspectives 

b. base arguments on balanced evidence 

c. focus on respecting the topic of argument 

d. make an argument with emotions, facts, and logic 
 

4. How can you avoid a false dilemma? 

a. recognize multiple perspectives 

b. base arguments on balanced evidence 

c. focus on respecting the topic of argument 

d. make an argument with emotions, facts, and logic 
 

5. What is the problem with a straw man argument? 
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